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WEAPONS — CONFISCATION LEGISLATION 

867. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Minister for Police: 

I am aware that since June of this year, 85 weapons have been seized by police off the streets of Northbridge and 
the central business district. I am sure we would all agree that this is an alarming and unacceptable figure. I am 
proud to be part of a government that is committed to getting weapons off our streets through our strong 
approach to law and order. Can the minister please advise the house of the government’s new, tough approach on 
weapons? 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 

I thank the member for the question. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 

The SPEAKER: There seem to be people in this place who have an entirely different agenda at question time. 
Member for Girrawheen, I formally call you for the first time, and also the member for Cannington. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member is quite right. This morning I did a press conference at Curtin House where 
tables of very offensive and very dangerous weapons were on display. They ranged from handguns to rifles and 
shotguns. There were machetes, axes and all sorts of very dangerous-looking weapons. Since June, 85 weapons 
have been seized from individuals on the streets of Northbridge and the CBD. That is why this government is 
bringing in two new tough laws. One is the weapons bill and the other is the stop-and-search legislation. 

I must say that I get a bit confused, Mr Speaker, sometimes; I really do. The opposition confuses me. I took a 
short holiday, and I was led to believe that the member for Mindarie was the new shadow police spokesman. 
Then I was told no, he is not, because the Leader of the Opposition had to have very stern words with him, and 
that it is actually the member for Girrawheen, who I think is much more competent. This morning I have been 
told that it may have changed again and that there may have been another reshuffle, because we heard the 
member for Armadale, the hopeful candidate for federal Parliament, speaking about police issues. 

Point of Order 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have a point of order on the grounds of relevance. The question was quite clearly about 
weapons that were seized, including knives and so forth. The minister is digressing into issues that are well 
outside the scope of the question. 

The SPEAKER: I take your point of order, member for Rockingham. I am sure the minister will return to deal 
with the question. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Certainly, Mr Speaker, and I do not canvass your ruling at all. However, can I make it 
quite clear that the question was about weapons that have been seized, and the answer is about comments that 
were made on the radio this morning by the member for Armadale regarding weapons and the stop-and-search 
laws. She just alarmed people. She said that police are going to ram people up against a wall, and take their 
jackets and their shoes off. They were absolutely horrific, frightening comments to make, and they were 
absolutely untrue. This government wants these weapons off the streets. There have been 85 weapons seized 
since June, and 10 weapons have been seized in the past 10 days—that is one a day coming from the streets of 
Northbridge and the CBD. These weapons were taken from people who were either acting in an antisocial way—
that can cover a range of things—or actually committing a criminal offence such as mugging and trying to rob 
people in the streets. They are the weapons that have been taken under the law, because these people were 
committing criminal offences. But that is only a small number compared with the number of weapons that other 
people are walking around Northbridge with every day and every night of the week. If members opposite do not 
believe that, they must believe in fairies. 

I will be bringing into the chamber later today just two or three weapons from those that are on display because I 
want members to see the types of weapons that people are carrying in Northbridge and the CBD. I will bring in 
only two or three, because I think any more than that would be a stunt, and I am not looking to do a stunt. 
However, I want people to see — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I can with the Speaker’s permission. 

Mr M. McGowan: It’s inappropriate behaviour. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Members of the Labor Party have done it. 

Mr M. McGowan: Yes, but you’re dangerous. 
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Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Yes, I am dangerous, my friend, because I am going to get laws through this Parliament 
that are going — 

Mr M. McGowan: You are threatening the liberties of Western Australian people. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: What a load of rubbish. Listen to the talkback, my friend. 

We will not resile from our duty as a government to try to ensure the safety of Western Australians—the safety 
of families and decent people who want to go to Northbridge and the CBD for a night’s entertainment without 
being afraid that somebody might come up to them with a knife or another offensive weapon. Let me assure the 
house that there are handguns out there, and those that were on the table this morning had been taken from 
people. We will not resile for one second from our duty to try to protect the safety and the lives of Western 
Australians.  
 


